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not only better off but a better, safer place
for all of us.

We passed the Brady law, which has kept
guns out of the hands of over 600,000 felons,
fugitives, and stalkers. We've secured funding
for more than 100,000 new police officers on
the beat. We created the COPS in Schools pro-
gram to help local law enforcement hire police
officers to work in our schools.

We established after-school and summer
school programs that are helping now 1.3 million
children a year stay out of trouble and succeed
in the classroom, and we’ve launched a national
program to foster local partnerships that make
our schools safer, identify children at risk, and
get them the help they need.

Working closely with the private sector and
community groups, we also expanded the GEAR
UP initiative to give young people mentors and
encouragement to seek a college education. And
now a record number of young people are going
on to college.

We need to build on this remarkable success.
Here in Washington, Congress should now move

swiftly to close the gun show loophole and re-
quire background checks for all gun buyers. In
the private sector, Hollywood should own up
to its responsibilities and stop marketing vio-
lence to America’s young people.

There is nothing more precious to a parent
than a child and nothing more important to
our future than the safety of all our children.
So let’s do all we can to protect them from
harm and teach them to walk away from vio-
lence. In the end, all of us have a responsibility
to help our youth succeed and to help end youth
violence. If we do this mission successfully,
America will always be a great and peaceful
Nation for generations to come.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 4:20 p.m. on
January 12 in the Oval Office at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 am. on January 13. The
transcript was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on January 12 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast.

Statement on Former President Ronald Reagan’s Hip Surgery

January 14, 2001

Hillary and I are relieved that President Rea-
gan’s treatment for his injury appears to have
been successful. Our thoughts and prayers are
with the President, his wife, Nancy, and the

entire Reagan family during this difficult period.
We join all Americans in wishing him a speedy
recovery.

Interview With Mark Knoller of CBS Radio in Dover, New Hampshire

January 11, 2001

Korean War Incident at No Gun Ri

Mr. Knoller. Mr. President, let me start by
thanking you very much for granting this inter-
view. I'm very grateful.

I wonder if we could start with a little bit
of the news of the day. Today you issued a
written statement expressing deep regret for the
deaths at No Gun Ri. But the word “apologize”
didn’t appear in that statement. Is there a reason
for that, that you drew a distinction between
expressing regret and apologizing?

The President. Well, for me, now, other than
that—1I told them to try to draw the statement
up based on what we actually knew about the
facts. And I worked very closely with—or our
people have—with the Government of South
Korea. We want to be responsive to the people
there. And I hope the statement will be taken
well by the people of South Korea as a genuine
expression of regret about what happened.
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